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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 September 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for foonal nnatters, prosecution as to the nnerits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
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4) 13 Claim(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the fmality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. ; 

2. Applicant's arguments, filed in the pre-appeal conference, with respect to the rejection(s) 
of claim(s) 1 have been fiilly considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been 
withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view 
of United States Patent Number 6,788,395 to Baney et al. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in wiiich the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-2, 7-8, 10-1 1, and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103^a) as being 
unpatentable over Baney et al. 

Baney et al. discloses a testing system for a muhi-port device that couples a light source 
(21) to a device (20) through a 1x2 switch which has at least one input andiat least two outputs 
(14 or 15), the at least two inputs of said switch being coupled to the two inputs of said device; 
and coupling the outputs to a detector. It is noted that Baney et al. does not limit the number of 
detectors that can be used. 

However, Baney et al. fails to disclose two different detectors coupled to the device under 

test. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add another detector to the device of Baney et al in order to increase the 
number of tests that could be conducted and increasing efficiency. 

As to claims 2, 8, and 14, a polarization controller (synthesizer 59) is disclosed. Said 
controller provides outputs of different polarization states (column 3, line ^4-column 4, line 5) 




FIOURK 2 



5. Claims 3-5, 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over Baney 
et al. as applied to claims above, and further in view of United States Paterit Number 6,485,703 
to Cote et al. 

Baney et al. discloses the device as claimed, however, fails to explicitly disclose 
detection of four Mueller polarization states. Baney et al. discloses that many different 
parameters may be tested using the device (column 1, lines 14-24). 

Cote et al. discloses a method of using a 16x16 Mueller matrix to nieasure changes in 
birefringence. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the Mueller matrix to measure four or niore Mueller 
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polarization states in the device of Baney et al in order to measure birefringence characteristics 
to reduce transmission errors. 

* Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Wong whose telephone number is 57U272-2363. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 830AM - 430PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank Font can be reached on 571-272-2415. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information; about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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